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unregenerate imagination. Such matters may
or may not be objectionable; but this argu-
ment against them, too often inadvertently
used, is one which would undermine Christianity
itself. It is not to Christian Rites only that
we find analogies in ancient religion, but to
Christian Doctrines likewise, and to many of
the doctrines included in the Creed itself.
" If the Rites are but plagiarisms," the sceptic
will say, "why not the Doctrines too? You
disclaim the Eleusinian lustration, and scorn the
successive priesthood; are you prepared to
reject also the doctrines emblemed in the
broken vessels and the wine shed abroad/'
In all these matters there is but one question
for a reflecting mind; namely, was the later
Religion a patchwork of those which had pre-
ceded it; or were the early religions of the
world, on thai contrary, attempts to feel after
a truth congruous with man's nature, and
intended from the first to be revealed to him?
On all grounds of philosophic reasoning, the
latter solution seems to be the true one; while